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Cormac McCarthy's Words Unique to The Road 

The data set used for this report include all the words in Cormac McCarthy's: The Orchard Keeper, Outer Dark, Child of God, Suttree, 
Blood Meridian, All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing, Cities of the Plain, No Country For Old Men, The Road. Title pages, chapter 
numbers and page numbers have been removed. 

Total unique words: 591  

 
 

30-30 121 
37 202 
4 68 
acid 118 
acp 120 
addicts 149 
advents 50 
advertisement 18 
alien-looking 34 
anointing 63 
anthill 181 
appliances 168 
apricots 19, 117 
armful 61 
atom 49 
attraction 36 
autistic 13 
automotive 6 
aviators 24 
awakening 129 
backpack 97 
backpacks 22 
backup 87 
bakingpowder 68 
balefires 14 
ballcap 155 
bandolier 237 
barbeque 111 
barndoor 14 
barricades 67 
bathwater 124 
beachcombers 185 
beachsand 214 
bedrooms 19 
beets 64 
begonia 112 
beloved 96 
betraying 98 
billcap 54 
billows 12 
bindle 194, 199 
biohazard 51 
birchtrees 11 
birdless 182 
birdsnest 89 
bloodcults 14 

bloomery 228 
bludgeon 77 
blueprint 76 
boarhide 14 
bobsledders 16 
bogfolk 20 
bollards 221 
bolus 159 
boo 213 
bookcase 110 
boot-prints 87 
bottom-lands 18 
bowstring 221 
boxcutter 101, 126 
boxwoods 92 
breakers 199 
breakfront 18 
breakwater 199 
bricked 168 
brickfloored 173 
bristol 228 
broadhead 223 
brook 241 
bubbly 20 
buddha 142 
bulkheads 191 
bulldrums 15 
bungee 131, 202 
bureaus 68 
butane 120 
butler's 174 
caddy 194 
cadiz 228 
campfires 26 
campsite 50, 213 
candlecolored 109 
capsules 209 
carelessness 99 
carpentered 116 
catamites 78 
catbarf 46 
checkers 129 
choosers 142 
christendom 13 
chronicle 13, 233 
clapoards 21 
cobble 49 

coca 19, 125 
cochere 89 
cocktail 137 
collet 14 
colliculus 55 
columned 172 
commissaries 152 
commune 67 
communes 215 
conceived 159 
concerns 24, 204 
concussions 45 
condensed 122 
congeal 4 
conjuring 208 
cons 49 
construct 63, 129 
constructing 129 
controls 152 
corned 117 
cornershaped 43 
counterspectacle 231 
coveralls 54, 168 
crankings 45 
crayons 12 
creedless 24 
creeds 76 
crossplanks 63 
cross-stitched 201 
crozzled 230 
cube 131 
cushioned 210 
davits 188 
daydreams 16 
deader 230 
deathcamp 99 
deathships 184 
debating 49 
decanting 6 
decks 188 
deerhead 180 
dental 76 
dentil 90 
depended 25 
dependency 172 
dessicated 155 
detergent 124 

devoured 77 
diarrhea 160 
differ 27 
disconnected 130, 194 
dishwashing 50 
disinterred 180 
dismantling 130 
docks 221 
dogcollars 78 
dogmusher 16 
dolmen 220 
downspouts 179 
downturned 15 
drawingroom 173 
drycell 50, 202 
drycells 118 
duckwalked 38 
dusks 7 
dwindling 147 
electrical 155, 168, 202 
electronic 155 
ely 141, 144 
empties 193 
endcaps 112 
endways 111 
engineer 152 
enkindle 130 
ensepulchred 230 
enshroud 8 
envacuuming 161 
epirb 202 
essential 5 
ever's 20 
excelsior 192 
exhausting 28, 191 
facemask 12 
faithless 48 
fake 125 
farmhouses 149 
fawn 99 
fencewires 83 
feverland 24 
field-dressed 76 
fifty-five 54, 111 
filtering 170 
firebrick 22 
firedrake 26 

firestorms 160 
firmer 187 
first-aid 202, 209, 223 
fishingboats 225 
fittings 194 
fizz 20 
flaregun 203, 212, 221 
flarepistol 202, 207, 
222, 234 
flavored 101 
flexline 194 
fling 52 
flippers 31 
flowerpots 112 
fm 43 
fold-down 38 
folders 191 
foldingknife 191 
foodmarket 68 
foodstuffs 193 
foodtin 206 
fore-stock 238 
formations 230 
foulweather 190 
fountains 25 
franks 148 
friars 106 
furring 22 
gantry 221 
gasbottle 194 
gascan 112, 115 
gaslamp 121, 128 
gelid 115 
generate 17 
gimballed 194 
glaucoma 3 
glens 241 
gnarly 100 
goals 135 
godspoke 27 
granitic 3 
graph 103 
grayblue 138 
grayness 7 
grinder 122 
grommets 131 
ground-foxes 110 



gryke 10 
gyrus 55 
hagmoss 230 
handedness 98 
handloaded 238 
hand-turned 228 
hard-ass 55 
harrows 24 
harrowtroughs 165 
headroom 117 
hezzaninth 192 
hibernating 83 
hibernation 177 
homebrewed 76 
hoping 198, 203 
hoses 6 
housebuyers 174 
housecorners 179 
humidor 192 
hurricane 11 
hydroptic 231 
illclothed 78 
illformed 53 
illucid 98 
illuminate 159 
imaginings 23 
immolate 28 
imported 173 
incinerate 230 
intestate 110 
inventoried 62 
isocline 187 
isthmus 233 
jackknifed 37 
jackstraw 160 
jetty 186, 192 
jig 91 
jogtrot 214 
jumbles 179 
keel 17 
keeled 187 
kilned 90 
knapsacks 5, 52, 231 
kneel 233 
krugerrands 120 
lagged 231 
languor 15 
lanyards 77 
lardcan 11 
latest 87 
lathes 23 
lawnmower 112 
leafy 15 
leanto 29, 213, 234 
leftover 162 
lifeboat 188 
lightmeter 180 
lightpoles 7 
lingering 101 
liveoak 165 
loathe 111 
lockers 38, 191 

loess 236 
loggia 172 
looters 152 
lopes 25 
lowland 18 
luxuries 142 
machinerolled 18 
mae 189 
magnesium 207 
magnolias 165 
manila 11 
masonjars 102 
may[-]apple 34 
meconium 50 
mendicant 106 
middens 149 
midmost 17 
misspelled 76 
mistrusted 15 
mom 46 
moorland 215 
morels 34-35, 40 
mortified 236 
motels 7 
muscular 241 
mushroom 34 
musnt 47, 72 
myraid 175 
needle's 224 
neighborhood 80 
newlooking 202 
nitty 42 
numbness 75 
nutrition 100 
oarhandles 11 
oceans 231 
ocean's 206 
offloading 199 
offshore 198 
oilbottles 6 
oillamp 158 
onshore 185 
oracles 220 
outbuildings 179 
out-held 75 
packaging 68 
paintmask 53 
pájaro 188 
paneling 22, 100 
papa 5, 7, 17, 19-24, 
29, 34-35, 42, 59, 67, 
69-70, 72-73, 77-78, 
82, 84, 87, 89-92, 94-
97, 105, 111, 113-114, 
116-117, 122, 125, 
128, 132, 134, 136-
138, 150-152, 157, 
161, 166-167, 170-171, 
173, 180, 187, 195-
198, 202, 204-205, 
207-208, 211-214, 
216-219, 224, 227, 232 

papa's 238 
paperware 119 
parka 20, 28, 33-34, 
39, 57-58, 69, 83-84, 
102, 151, 173, 196, 
237 
parkas 198 
parsible 75 
pattering 37, 232 
pears 35, 117 
peddler 147 
pee 122 
penguin 31 
philosophers 49 
piedmont 40, 155 
pinetrees 231 
pinstripe 85 
pipsissewa 34 
pleasureboats 21 
plumage 17 
powered 202 
privet 89, 94 
propelling 184 
pros 49 
providential 46 
prowled 191 
pruned 213 
prunes 162 
quadrants 158 
questionable 220 
rachitic 54 
rainstorm 198 
raisins 74 
ratchet 6 
rattail 178 
readings 180 
recesses 159 
redoubled 94 
refocused 67 
refracted 13 
reload 126 
relocated 180 
repack 30 
resleeved 14 
resort 25, 228 
retard 212 
retracted 101 
rhododendron 34 
rickets 221 
rimstone 3 
ringpull 103 
ringstick 236 
ripeness 220 
roadcut 53 
roadrat 56 
roadtar 42 
roadworks 7 
roofingfelt 113 
roofslope 18 
rotunda 13 
rubberized 191 
runic 76 

ruse 125 
sail 184 
sailboat's 186 
sailcanvas 191 
sailcloth 204, 213 
salitter 220 
saltbleached 182 
saltgrass 219 
saltscoured 188 
salvable 193 
sanded 126 
sandscrubbed 228 
sappers 67 
sawlines 103 
scabland 13 
scarier 31 
scarpbolts 228 
scary 31, 34, 167, 178 
sconces 16 
screwdrivers 191 
scribing 13 
seabag 191, 199 
seaboots 190 
seacrawl 186 
seamoss 186 
seaoats 186, 197, 213 
seascapes 185 
seaside 228 
seawrack 197 
secondgrowth 12 
sectarian 28 
sectioned 174 
seedpackets 115 
serviceable 191 
sharper 49 
shear 45 
sheer-rail 188 
shelflife 209 
shorebirds 185 
shorelands 219 
shudderings 105 
shutter 89 
simmer 15, 35 
sisterworld 153 
siwash 58 
ski 237 
skilletbread 162 
skirmishes 237 
slackened 106 
slagpools 161 
slatlike 217 
sloe 220 
slogans 76 
sluried 25 
slurring 98 
slut 48 
smeltered 228 
smog 182 
softdrink 19 
souwester 190, 201 
spaceship 133 
spaghetti 117 

sparely 27 
spinach 40 
spine[-]bones 183 
spoonfuls 122 
sprinting 71 
stakebed 52 
standing-seam 179 
stateroom 190 
staterooms 191 
steakbones 185 
stifle 95 
stomachs 180 
strapiron 223 
strobebeacon 202 
studs 21, 222 
sugarwater 210 
suicides 28 
suitcases 151, 160 
suitcoats 68, 70 
summit 27 
sumptuous 128 
sundries 155 
supermarket 19 
suppers 159 
supplementary 78 
surprises 178 
surround 91 
suturing 224 
swags 90 
swaths 231 
sweaters 120, 125 
sweatshirt 71 
tableware 129 
tallboy 179 
tanker 181, 221 
targets 76 
tarps 200 
tattoo 53 
teacolored 35 
teacup 192 
teak 189 
teakwood 193 
teaspoon 214 
tees 213 
teflon 149 
tenerife 188 
ten-foot 18 
thief's 216 
three-foot 77 
throatjerking 210 
thwang 221 
tidal 181, 232 
tidewrack 187 
tills 180 
tinderbox 27 
tokus 183 
toothache 136 
torsional 241 
towrope 199 
trashbag 129 
trashbags 117 
trashdrum 6 



trashdump 126 
trashstrewn 19 
treadmarks 87 
tree-limbs 63 
trellis 74, 103 
trellis-work 232 
trucked 18 
truckgarden 58 
trucksprings 77 
truncheoned 76 
truss 225 
tunafish 162 
turnbuckles 188 

twinmasted 187 
two-handed 56 
two-piece 105 
unbuckling 53 
unburied 113 
uncomplaining 12 
uncontrollably 79, 109, 
189 
uncover 240 
unease 208 
unlace 187, 216 
unlaced 84 
unlatch 53 

unmolested 155 
unremarked 153 
unsupported 10 
untrodden 100 
uproot 37 
vacate 230 
vacuum 110 
verdigris 172, 192 
version 45 
vestibular 13 
vitamin 220 
vitamins 68 
voyagings 193 

waddle 31 
waddling 164 
walk-in 68 
wallstuds 149 
waterbuckled 110 
watertight 129 
watertower 66 
waterways 160 
weirded 238 
wheelhouses 225 
whereplace 205 
whist 45 
whorish 48 

wilt 137 
wimpled 241 
wind-shade 182 
wind-up 77 
woad 76 
women's 191 
woodlands 64 
woodlot 73, 75 
worktable 226 
worrying 188 
wow 32, 122, 204 
writhe 159 

 


